
Cognitive Learning Theories: 
Perry and Belenky et al.
An interactive learning tool for online 
students enrolled in graduate-level 
student affairs programs.

Perryland
Perry’s Theory of Intellectual and Ethical 
Development

Belenky Village
Belenky et al. Women’s Ways of Knowing

THE MANUAL

Directions for Online Instructors:
This manual accompanies the PowerPoint interactive 
presentation of the same name.  Online students are given this 
manual and the PowerPoint with instructions to read the 
manual first.  The intent of this learning tool is to incorporate 
Kolb’s Cycle of Learning to teach Perry’s theory of intellectual 
and ethical development as well as Belenky et al.’s Women’s 
Ways of Knowing (Evans, et al. 1998a, 1998b, 1998c).  Kolb’s 
four learning styles are incorporated in this way:

Concrete Experience
Students are introduced to the subject by reading about the 
two theories

Active Experimentation
Students participate in the PowerPoint presentation to 
incorporate their learning into action 

Abstract Conceptualization
Students reflect on the reading and the PowerPoint then post 
analyses on Blackboard

Reflective Observation
Students read classmates’ postings and respond 

The PowerPoint contains some video game characteristics, 
which we think will engage students.  It contains student 
affairs scenarios that allow the student to relate the theories 
they read to practice.  It is important to note that this is merely 
a teaching tool.  The scenarios are meant to illustrate the two 
theories, they are not meant to give opinions on the theories.  
Discussions involving opinions will be more appropriate for 
Blackboard. This tool may also be applied to other theories.  



Directions for Online Students:

1. Read the following

Evans, N. J., Forney, D. S., & Guido-DiBrito, F. 
(1998). Perry’s theory of intellectual and ethical 
development. In Student development in 
college: Theory, research, and practice 
(pp.123-145). San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

Evans, N. J. (1998). Later cognitive-structural 
theories. In Student development in college: 
Theory, research, and practice (pp.146-153). San 
Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

2. Open “gail and eric go to college.ppt” and 
follow the directions.

3. Reflect on the reading and the PowerPoint 
then post a think card on Blackboard with your 
thoughts and questions for further discussion

4. Respond to at least two other students’ 
responses.
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